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LATE  NEWS 


The  1952  cotton_cr_op  in  the  Matamoros  and  Reynosa  Regions  of 
Mexico  is  now  expected  to  be  considerably  less  than  earlier  estimates. 
Heavy  summer  rains  hampered  insect  control  programs  and  extensive 
insect  damage  is  being  reported  from  both  Regions.    Present  conditions 
indicate  a  production  of  180,000  to  190,000  bales  (of  500  pounds  gross) 
in  Matamoros  and  80,000  to  90,000  bales  in  Reynosa  compared  with 
3^5,000  bales  for  both  areas  in  1951. 


Venezuela's  production  of  cotton  in  1951-52  exceeded  mill  con- 
sumption".    Preliminary  estimates  pllTc^Ta^T^eaf ' a  crop  at  17,000  bales 
(500  pounds  gross)  and  mill  consumption  at  13,000.    About  7>000  bales 
were  imported  in  1951-52,  mostly  during  the  early  part  of  the  season 
when  the  indicated  production  was  much  lower  than  the  latest  estimates. 
A  large  crop,  together  with  the  quantities  imported,  resulted  in  a  carry- 
over of  stocks  into  the  1952-53  season  of  about  14,000  bales.  Production 
in  1952-53  is  expected  to  be  about  12, 000^  tales . 


FOREIGN  CROPS  AND  MARKETS 

Published  weekly  to  inform  producers,  processors,  distributors 
and  consumers  of  farm  products  of  current  developments  abroad  in 
the  crop  and  livestock  industries,  foreign  trends  in  prices  and 
consumption  of  farm  products,  and  world  agricultural  trade.  Cir- 
culation of  this  periodical  is  free  to  persons  in  the  U.  S.  need- 
ing the  information  it  contains  in  farming,  business  and  pro- 
fessional operations.    Issued  by  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural 
Relations  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture ,  Washington  25,  D.C 
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WOULD  TEA  PRODUCTION  ATiD  EXPORTS  HIGHER;  U.  S.  IMPORTS  LOWER  ij 

Estimated  world  tea  production  for  I 951  is  6  percent  above  IS&O.  World 
tea  exports  during  1951  were  5  percent  above  1950.    United  States  imports 
during  the  1951  calendar  year  wore  2k  percent  below  1950. 

Estimated  tea  production  during  1951  is  1,277  million  pounds  as  com- 
pared witli  1,208  million  pounds  in  1950.    This  estimate  does  not  include 
production  in  China,  Indochina  or  the  U.S.S.R.  for  which  no  data  are  available. 
China  is  the  largest  tea  producing  country;  however,  most  of  its  production 
is  consumed  domestically  and  therefore  has  little  significance  in  International 
trade.    India,  the  second  largest  producing  country  in  1951,  produced  615.0 
million  pounds,  Ceylon  ranked  second  with  32k. 2  million  pounds,  Indonesia,  third 
with  102.0  million  pounds  and  Japan  fourth  with  97,0  million  pounds.  Other 
countries  whioh  produced  tea  during  1951  included  Iran,  Malaya,  Taiwan,  Paid. s tan, 
Mozambique,  Kenya,  and  Nyasaland. 

Exports  of  tea  from  the  major  producing  areas  in  1951  amounted  to  99^.3 
million  pounds  as  compared  with  867.8  million  pounds  during  1950.  This 
increase  resulted  primarily  from  larger  exports  from  India,  Ceylon,  Indonesia 
and  Pakistan.    During  1951,  India,  the  largest  tea  exporting  country,  exported 

445.0  million  pounds  as  compared  with  only  391.0  million  pounds  in  1950;  Ceylon, 
the  second  largest  exporter,  exported  305.2  million  pounds  as  compared  with 

295.1  million  in  1950;    Indonesia  ranked  third  with  88. k  million  in  1951  as 
compared  with  69.9  million  in  1950;    Pakistan,  came  fourth  with  1+7.2  million  in 
1951  as  compared  with  15.9  million  in  1950, 

The  United  States  imports  of  tea  during  1951  totaled  86.6  million  pounds 
as  compared  with  114.6  million  pounds  in  1950  and  94.9  million  in  I9k9. 
India,  the  most  important  1951  source,  supplied  the  United  States  with  32.3 
million  pounds;    Ceylon  ranked  second  with  31.1  million  pounds,  Indonesia, 
third  with  0.1  million  pounds  and  Japan  fourth  with  3.4  million  pounds. 
During  1950  India  supplied  40.5  million  pounds,  Ceylon  kk.6  million  pounds, 
Indonesia  9.3  million  pounds  and  Japan  4,9  million  pounds.    Other  countries 
from  which  the  United  States  imported  tee.  during  1951  included  Taiwan, 
British  East  Africa  and  Mozambique,  —By  C.  E.  Dobbins,  based  in  part  unon 
U.S.  Foreign  Service  reports 

l/  More  detailed  information  about  world  production  and  stocks  of,  and  trade  in 
tropical  products  is  published  from  time  to  time  through  the  tropical 
products  (F  C  B)  series  of  Foreign  Agriculture  Circulars.    These  F  C  B  Cir- 
culars are  distributed,  free  upon  request  to  poisons  in  the  United  States 
through  a  special  mailing  list  by  the  Offico  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations, 
U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington  25,  D.C. 
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WORLD  CACAO  OUTPUT  REVISED  DOWNWARD ;  WORLD  EXPORTS,  U.S.  IMPORTS  DROP  l/ 

World  cacao  production  for  1951-52  is  nov  placed  at  11  percent  "below 
earlier  forecasts.    Exports  of  cacao  "beans  from  producing  countries  during 
1951  were  8  percent  lower  them  1950.    United  States  imports  of  cacao  beans 
during  1951  vere  8  percent  below  the  1950  total. 

World  cacao  production  for  1951-52  is  now  estimated  at  1,483  million 
pounds  as  compared  with  earlier  forecasts  of  1,672  million  pounds.    The  1950-51 
world  caoao  production  is  estimated  at  1,729  million  pounds,  which  is  at  about 
the  same  level  as  the  19^9-50  crop.    This  downward  revision  for  1951-52  is 
primarily  a  result  of  unfavorable  weather  conditions  in  the  major  producing 
countries  of  Africa  and  Latin  America  which  produce  practically  the  total 
world's  supply  of  cacao  beans. 

Exports  from  principal  producing  countries  in  1951  totaled  1,490  million 
pounds  as  compared  with  1,627  million  pounds  in  1950.    Total  exports  for  the 
postwar  19^5-^9  annual  average  vere  1,369  million  pounds.    Exports  from  the  Gold 
Coast  for  1951  totaled  506.O  million  or  34  percent  of  the  year's  total.  Nigeria 
ranked  second  as  a  cacao  bean -exporting  country  with  272.1  million  pounds,  or 
slightly  over  18  percent  of  the  total;    Brazil  ranked  third  with  212.8  million 
or  Ik  percent;  the  Ivory  Coast  and  Dahomey,  fourth,  with  122.3  million  or  8 
percent;  French  Cameroons,  fifth,  with  107.6  million  or  7  percent  and  the 
Dominican  Republic,  sixth  with  50.2  million  pounds  or  3  percent.    The  re- 
maining 16  percent  was  exported  by  numerous  other  countries  including  Fernando 
Po  and  Rio  Muni,  Trinidad  and  Tobago,  Sao  Thome  and  Principe,  and  French 
Togoland. 

The  United  States  imported  606.2  million  pounds  valued  at  U.S.  $196,850,000 
in  1951  as  compared  with  659.1  million  pounds  valued  at  $167,218,000  in  1950. 
The  Gold  Coast,  the  most  important  1951  source,  supplied  225.1  million  pounds 
or  37  percent  of  the  total  imports.    Brazil,  the  second  most  important  source, 
supplied  117.2  million  pounds  or  19  percent;  Nigeria  ranked  third  with  109.3 
million  pounds  or  18  percent  and  the  Dominican  Republic,  fourth  with  1+7 «9 
million  pounds  or  8  percent.    The  remaining  18  percent  was  supplied  by  numerous 
other  countries  including  Ecuador,  Venezuela,  French  Cameroons,  Trinidad  and 
Tobago,  and  French  West  Africa  in  order  of  their  importance . --By  C.  E.  Dobbins, 
based  in  part  upon  U.S.  Foreign  Service  reports. 


l/*  See  footnote  on  preceding  page 7 
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COMMODITY  DEVELOPMENTS 


COTTON  AND  OTHER  FIBER 

1951-52  CONSUMPTION  OF  COTTON 
IN  ITALY  EEiOW  1950-51 

The  downward  trend  In  the  consumption  of  raw  cotton  in  Italian 
Spinning  mills  beginning  In  January  1952  continued  through  Juno, 
according  to  Joel  C,  Hudson,  American  Consul  General,  Milan. 
Consumption  during  the  August  1051-June  1952  period  totaled  8.10,000 
bales  (500  pounds  gross),  10  percent  below  the  896,000  bales  consumed 
during  the  corresponding  11  months  of  the  preceding  season.  This 
decline  was  due  ontirely  to  a  reduction  in  consumption  since  the 
beginning  of  1952  when  the  effects  of  the  world-wide  recession  in 
textile  demand  began  to  make  itself  felt  in  Italy.    Consumption  during 
the  last  5  months  of  I95I  was  slightly  higher  than  in  1950.    The  con- 
tinued decline  in  textile  activity  is  reflected  in  the  production  of 
yarn  which  decreased  from  37 .  ■'■  million  pounds  in  January  1952  to  about 
28,0  million  pounds  in  June.    Representatives  of  the  Italian  cotton  and 
textile  trade  cautiously  expect  3ome  improvement  in  thu  textile  business 
during  the  fail  months. 

With  Imports  continuing  fairly  steady  in  recent  months  and  con- 
sumption declining,  the  stocks  of  raw  cotton  at  Italian  mills  have 
gonsietently  increased  from  the  low  point  of  208,000  bales  at  the  end 
of  December  1951.    A  total  of  about  325,000  bales  was  held  in  Italian 
mills  on  May  31,  1952. 

Imports  of  raw  cotton  during  the  first  10  months  of  the  1951-52 
aoaoon  totaled  697,000  bales  (500  pounds  gross),  somewhat  less  than  the 
779>000  bales  imported  during  the  comparable  period  a  year  earlier. 
Total  imports  during  the  #ntire  J.95O-5I  season  .amounted  to  1,018,000 
bales.    A  total  of  about  Vf8,000  bales  or  69  percent  of  imports  during 
August-May  1951-52  originated  in  the  United  States.    This  compares  with 
391,000  bales  or  5°  percent  of  the  total  imports  during  the  comparable 
period  a  year  earlier  when,  however,  export  controls  were  in  force  in 
tho  United  States,    Approximately  80  percent  of  the  May  1952  imports 
wern  received  from  the  United  States.    Other  important  sources  of  cotton 
in  1951-P  were  Egypt,  Pakistan,  and  Mexico,  which  accounted  for  85,000 
bales,  61,000  bales,  and  25,000  bales,  respectively,  during  the  first 
10  months  of  1951-52, 

Early  in  1951- 52  .import  requirements  for  the  season  were  placed  at 
about  a  million  bales,  approximately  600,000  bales  of  which  were  expected 
from  the  United  States.    Import  statistics  for  June  and  July  1952  are  not 
yet  available;  however,  it  is  now  apparent  that  the  total  imports  during 
the  past  season  did  not  reach  a  million  bales- -even  though  the  amounts 
received  from  the  United  States  may  have  reached  600,000  bales. 
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Spot  cotton-price  quotations 
converted  at  current 


Market  location, 
kind.,  and  quality 


Egypt,^  Alexandria 

Ashmouni,  FG  

Ashjnoiini,  Good. . . 
Ashmouni,  FGF. .  .  , 
Karnak,  FG.  ..... , 


on  certain  world  markets 
rates  of  exchange 


Kamak,  Good  : 

Karnak,  FGF  j 


India,  Bombay 

Jarila,  Fine.   

Broach  Vijay,  Fin©.  .  . 
Pakistan,  Karachi 

J+F  Punjab,  SG,  Fine.. 

289F  Sind,  SG,  Fine. . 

289F  Punjab,  SG,  Fin©; 


Turkey,  Izmir 

1 

« 

Turkey,  Adana 

s 

■1/8 


Peru,  Lima 

Tanguis,  Type  3' 

Tanguia,  Typo  5  

Pima,  Type  1  , . 

Brazil f  R©cif e 

Mat  a,  Type  "57  

Sertao,  Type  k. ..... . 

Br az  i  1 ,_  Sao  Paulo 

Sao  Paulo,  Type  "5. .  .  . 
Mexico,  Matamoroa 

Middling) 1-1/32^, 
Mexico ,  Torreon 

Middling,  1 57*16  "  

U.S.A.,  Hous ton-Gal- 

veston-New  Orleans  av. 

Middling,  15/ 16"  


it 
11 

it 
it 

n 
it 

9*10 
ti 

11 

9*11 
ti 


9-9 
ti 


11 


Unit  of 
weight 


jU'nit  of 
•  currency 


Kan tor 
99.05  lbs 


Tallari 
11 


Price  in 
foreign 
currency 


Eauiv ,  USyS  a  lb. 


Spot 
quo™ 
tation 


; Export  & 
; intermedi- 
ate taxes 


Candy 
78^  lbs. 

Maund 
82.28  lbs. 


Kilogram  j 

2.20^0  lbs. 
ti 


:Sp.  quintal 
101. d-  lbs. 

it 

Arroba 
33.07  lbs.  j 
: 


Pound 

Sp .  quintal 
101. k  lbs. 


Pound 


73,50  :  42*30 
69,00  :  39,71 
(not  quoted) 
91*95  :  52,92 
82c95  :  47.74- 
(not  quoted) 


1/  8C75 
1/  3,75 


Rupee 


Kurua 
11 


Sol 
it 


Cruzeiro 
it 


Cent (US) 

P6  30 

Cent 


•2/  /2pi»00 
*!/  850.00 

•  19*29 

•  22c6l 

j 

10*04 
!  10,64 

&/  86,00 
'hJ     93  #00 

y  96.00 

'  32,27 

y+«io 

;  35.20 

!  % 

!  2/ 

;  SJ 

'  280,00 
257*00 

45,36 
'  41.63 

i  265,00 

:  42.93 

|  p  

:  515.00 
:  500,00 
J  675*00 

•  32,9.8 

!  32,02 

.  43.22 

'  8,97 
1  8,00 

;  6,50 

•6/   305.00  : 
:£/.2/370,00  : 

! 

50.18 
60.87  : 

2,4^  ad 
valorem 

1     300,00  1 
1.2/8/  XXXX  : 

49o36  i 
38,86  ! 

%Q$  ad 
valorem 

235,00  i 

32,67  ! 
j 

4f80 

;      XXXXX  : 

39.10  i  ----- 

Quotations  of  foreign  markots  and  taxes  reported  by  cable  from  U.S.  Foreign  Service 
posts  abroad.    U.S.  quotations  from  designated  spot  markets. 

1/    Export  taxes  suspended' May  22,  1952,  reimposed  September  1  but  at  lower  rates. 

2/    Reported  725,00  to  760,00  (20,22).    Ceiling  820,00  (21,81). 

%/   Reported  850,00  to  86o„00  (22,88).    Ceiling  925.00  (24,61). 

lJ    Nominal  floor  prices  not  currently  applicable  to  export  trade i 

$J   Unconfirmed  press  reports  indicate  50  percent  reduction. on  longer  staples  to 

6„93  U.S,  cents,  effective  September  10,  1952. 
6/    Prices  received  too  late  for  inclusion  in  last  week's  table:  .Recife,  September 
4,  1952,  identical  with  quotations  of  August  28,  1952. 
Nominal . 


Price  is  for  Matamoroa  District  cotton  delivered  uncompressed,  exwwarehouse , 


Brownsville,  Texas ,  Mexican  export  taxes  paid, 


For  shipside  ll/D  add  0,64  cent 
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1951-52  EGYPTIAN  COTTON  EXPORTS 
DOWN  SHARPLY  FROM  1950-51 

Exports  of  cotton  from  Egypt  during  August-June  1951-52  totaled 
796,000  bales  (500  pounds  gross),  only  53  percent  of  the  1,1+99,000  bales 
exported  during  the  corresponding  period  of  1950-51-    During  the  first 
11  months  of  the  past  season  India,  France,  and  Italy  were  the  most 
important  destinations,  a  total  of  J.02,000  bales,  100,000  bales,  and 
98,000  bales,  respectively,  being  exported  to  these  countries.  Exports 
to  the  United  States  during  this  period  of  1951-52  amounted  to  only 
86,000  bales  as  compared  with  ll+5,000  for  the  corresponding  period  a 
year  ago.    A  more  significant  feature  of  the  export  situation  in  1951-52 
was  the  drastic  decline  in  shipments  to  the  United  Kingdom- -only  68,000 
bales  during  the  first  11  months  of  1951-52  compared  to  383* 000  bales 
in  1950-51. 

On  April  18,  1952,  the  Government  of  Egypt,  in  an  effort  to  promote 
foreign  sales,  suspended  the  export  tax  on  all  shipments  of  cotton  made 
before  August  31.    The  temporary  elimination  of  the  export  tax  resulted 
in  some  increase  in  exports  during  May  and  June.    Another  step  taken  by 
the  Government  to  encourage  foreign  sales  was  to  extend  the  date  (from 
July-August  to  September  10)  on  which  it  would  accept  cotton  against 
July  ( extra- long- staplo)  and  August  ( long- staple)  tenders.    This  per- 
mitted cotton  traders  to  hold  cotton  a  little  longer  while  exploring 
the  possibilities  of  increasing  sales  on  foreign  markets. 

Substantial  quantities  of  cotton  have  been  purchased  by  the 
Government  under  its  support  program,  resulting  in  unusually  large 
Government-held  stocks.    It  is  hoped  that  exports  will  increase  to  an 
extent  that  will  make  additional  heavy  Government  purchases  unnecessary. 

The  present  outlook  for  the  1952-53  cotton  crop  in  Egypt  is 
favorable,  especially  in  Upper  Egypt  whore  the  crop  has  advanced  much 
more  rapidly  than  in  1951-52.    In  Lower  Egypt,  the  crop  has  mostly 
recovered  from  the  effects  of  earlier  adverse  weather.    Irrigation  water 
has  been  adequate  this  season  except  for  local  shortages  in  parts  of 
Lower  Egypt.    Very  little  insect  damage  has  been  reported.    In  view  of 
the  generally  favorable  prospects,  the  1952-53  yields  are  expected  to  be 
well  above  last  year's  disappointing  outturns.    The  first  official  esti- 
mate of  production  will  be  made  in  October.    Present  unofficial  estimates 
indicate  about  1,857,000  bales  of  500  pounds.    If  such  a  production 
should  be  attained  it  would  represent  an  increase  of  191,000  bales  over 
the  1,666,000  bales  (revised)  produced  last  year.    This  expected  increase 
in  production  may  be  attributed  entirely  to  better  yield  prospects,  as 
the  acreage  is  practically  unchanged  from  1951-52.    The  latest  official 
estimate  of  acreage,  2,01+2,000  acres,  compares  with  2,055,000  acres  last 
year.    Long-staple  types  ( predominantly  Karnak)  represent  over  k9  percent 
of  the  total  acreage  in  1952-53  against  U3<6  percent  a  year  ago.  The 
area  planted  to  Karnak  this  year  in  reported  at  222,000  acres  above  that 
of  a  year  ago. 
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LIVESTOCK  AND  ANIMAL  PRODUCTS 

IRELAND'S  CATTLE  NUMBERS  DQTWN;  IDG,  SHEEP 
AND  POULTRY  NUMBERS  UP  IN  1952 

The  cattle  population  In  Ireland  continued  Its  downward  trend 
particularly  in  the  1-year  old  and  under  group,  according  to  the 
American  Embassy,  Dublin.    The  decrease  in  this  category,  despite 
the  growing  trade  in  dressed  meat  exports,  is  likely  to  oontinue 
since  the  number  of  milk  cows  and  heifers  in  calf  is  down  by  23,800 
head  or  1.9  percent  because  of  the  depression  in  the  dairying  industry. 
In  time  this  situation  will  naturally  have  an  effect  on  the  number  of 
cattle  in  other  age  groups.    A  significant  item  in  the  June  1  estimates 
is  the  increase  of  27,6  percent  in  total  pig  population  and,  despite 
oertain  uneasiness  in  regard  to  domestio  prices  and  marketing,  it  is 
expected  that  slaughtering  in  the  next  year  will  show  substantial 
increase.    The  recently  increased  prices  for  certain  types  of  exports 
to  the  United  Kingdom  should  be  an  incentive  to  breeders.    Sheep  numbers 
continue  to  register  satisfactory  increases. 


IRELAND:    Livestock  Numbers,  June  1,  1952,  with  comparison 


Classification 

;  1951 

1952 

Increase 

Decrease 

Number 

Percent ' 

Number ( 

!  Percent 

Milk  cows  and 

heifers  in  calf  i 
Other  cattle: 

Under  1  year  s 

1  year  and  under  2: 

2  years  and  up- 
wards '  " ,  ; 

Total  cattle  : 

Sheep  : 

Pigs  i 
Sows 

Other  pigs 
Total  pigs  ; 

Poultry  1/  ■ 

Head 
-  1,269,500: 

977,200, 
982,300 

l,l47,4oo« 

!  Head 

1,245,700 

918,700. 
967,500: 

1,173,800. 

26,400 

!.     2.3  i 

23,800: 

58,500' 
14, 800 

1.9 

!  6,0 
1.5 

4,376,400: 

4,305,700 

70,700 

:  1.6 

2,615,800 

2,837,000 

221,200 

61/300. 
496,700: 

84,800 
627,300 

23,500.' 
130,600 

S     38.2  ! 

26,3  : 

558,,  000: 

712,100: 

154,100 

27.6  : 

18,838,800: 

19,563,400 

724,600 

3,8  ; 

— .  — r       r..,      ,.—  j   i  —  *   ■  —  •  1  ~    .    -  - 

1/  Turkeys,  geese,  ducks,  guinea  fowl  and  ordinary  fowl. 


Source:    Central  Statistics  Office. 
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BELGIUM1  S  LIVESTOCK  SLAUGHTER  AND  MEAT 
PRODUCTION  UP  DURING  FIRST  HALF  OF  1952 

The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  in  Belgium  and  total  meat 
production  during  the  first  half  of  1952  were  considerably  higher  than 
for  the  first  half  of  1951  and  only  slightly  below  that  of  the  second 
half,  which  is  normally  higher,  according  to  R.  N.  Anderson  of  the 
American  Embassy  in  Brussels.    Belgium  started  the  year  1952  with  a 
surplus  of  hogs  and  sufficient  cattle  to  supply  local  requirements 
for  beef.    Prices  of  livestock  for  slaughter  during  the  first  semester 
were  mixed  but  tended  to  increase  slightly  for  cattle  and  dropped 
rather  sharply  for  hogs.    Larger  offerings  for  slaughter  wa3  the  main 
reason  for  the  lower  prices  but  smaller  exports  of  meat  also  contributed 
to  the  decline. 

The  increase  in  slaughterings  was  especially  noticeable  for  hoge 
which  exceeded  a  million  head  with  a  carcass  weight  of  186.0  million 
pounds  for  the  first  6  months  of  this  year,  compared  with  898,35!  head 
slaughtered  and  a  carcass  weight  of  167.8  million  pounds  in  the  corre- 
sponding period  last  year.    Cattle  slaughterings  were  also  higher  this  year 
but  there  was  a  noticeable  reduction  in  the  number  of  calves  brought 
to  market. 

The  main  increase  was  in  the  number  of  cows  slaughtered  this 
year  which  Jumped  from  less  than  82  thousand  in  the  first  half  of  1951 
to  more  than  100  thousand  during  the  first  half  of  1952.    The  severe 
epidemic  of  foot-and-mouth  disease  which  swept  over  the  country  last 
winter  and  infected  more  than  half  of  all  the  cattle  in  Belgium 
was  partly  responsible  for  heavier  slaughterings  in  the  January-March 
period,  but  the  dry  weather  which  caused  a  shortage  of  feed  in  the 
pastures  during  the  lattor  part  of  the  period  was  also  a  contributing 
factor. 

During  the  height  of  drought  in  June,  the  markets  were  sometimes 
flooded  with  cattle  offered  for  slaughter.    Calves,  on  the  other 
hand,  which  ere  fed  in  the  sheds  were  not  affected  by  the  dry  pastures. 
Furthermore,  farmers  kept  their  calves  to  replace  cows  that  had  to  be 
slaughtered.    There  was  a  marked  decrease  in  the  number  of  horses 
slaughtered  during  tho  January-June  period  of  I952  as  compared  with  1951 
but  a  slight  increase  over  the  I95O  period.    Although  the  number  of  sheep 
and  goats  slaughtered  was  somewhat  larger  this  year,  the  total  carcass 
weight  was  a  little  less  than  that  of  last  year  for  the  first  6  months. 

Total  meat  production  for  the  first  6  months  of  1952  .amounted 
to  37*+. 3  million  pounds  (carcass  weight)  as  compared  with  3^8.5  million 
pounds  during  the  corresponding  period  last  year  and  388.8  million 
pounds  in  the  second  half  of  1951. 
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Imports  of  live  animals  and  of  meat  in  the  first  half  of  1952 
were  much  smaller  than  a  year  ago  for  all  types.    The  principal  live 
animal  import  wae  horses,  mostly  for  alaughtar,  amounting  to  13>  ^10 
head  compared  with  22,272  head  in  the  January-June  period  of  1951. 
Imports  of  meat  were  largely  frozen  horse  meat,  more  than  half  of  which 
came  from  the  United  States.    A  total  of  only  19.7  million  pounds  of 
meat  was  imported  during  the  first  semester  this  year  including  some 
canned  meat.    This  was  less  than  half  of  the  amount  reported  during  the 
same  semester  last  year.    Exports  of  meat  were  much  smaller  this  year, 
especially  for  fresh  and  frozen  meat,  "bacon  and  canned  ham.  The 
smaller  exports  were  due  to  import  reductions  in  Germany,  France  and 
the  United  Kingdom. 

FOOT  - AND-MOUTH  DISEASE  IN  THE 
UNITED  KINGDOM  DECLINING 

Since  the  recurrence  of  foot-and-mouth  disease  in  the  United 
Kingdom    on  November  Ik,  1951,  according  to  0 .  J .  Worth,  American  Embassy, 
London,  some  562  outbreaks  have  so  far  "been  confirmed  by  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture,  as  follows: 


November  195 1   ^2 

December   h6 

January  1952   17 

February    "   c . . .  9 

March         "    30 

April         "    59 

May            "   187 

June           "    106 

July          "   51 

August  1-25   . . .   15 


The  above  figures,  which  show  a  marked  decrease  in  the  numbers  of 
new  outbreaks  during  the  past  3  months,  indicate  that  the  disease 
situation  is  well  under  control  and  improving. 

On  August  13,  1952,  when  the  total  outbreaks  had  reached  557,  it 
was  stated  that  33,57*+  cattle,  29,1+83  sheep,  11,570  pigs,  and  57  goats 
had  been  slaughtered.    Compensation  paid  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  has 
amounted  to  $J,k2k,  100  on  550  outbreaks  up  to  August  2,  1952. 

AUSTRALIAN  AND  SOUTH  AFRICAN 
WOOL  AUCTIONS  OPEN 

The  1952-53  wool  selling  season  opendd  last  week  in  Australia  and 
the  Union  of  South  Africa  at  approximately  the  level  of  the  June  closing. 


The  availability  of  South  American  wools,  in  the  interim  between 
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last  season's  close  and  the  new  season,  had  relieved  the  pressure  on  the 
market  for  urgent  requirements  and  the  animated  bidding  and  sharp  price 
increases  which  have  characterized  the  opening  week  in  recent  years  was 
absent.    Good  clearance  of  offerings  have  been  noted,  however,  and  keen 
competition  has  prevailed  at  the  lower  limits  between  Bradford,  Japan,  and 
Western  European  countries.    The  United  States  has  not  been  active  at  the 
auctions  thus  far. 

BELGIAN  WOOL  SITUATION 
AND  OUTLOOK 

The  rate  of  activity  in  Belgium's  woolen  Industry  lias  definitely 
Improved  over  conditions  that  prevailed  about  three  months  ago, 
according  to  Robert  N.  Anderson,  Agricultural  attache,  American  Embassy, 
Brussels.    Although  the  situation  is  rather  spotty,  and  some  spinners 
are  still  having  difficult  times,  most  of  them  are  now  working  full 
time.    Since  the  season  is  Just  starting,  however,  there  is  a  very 
cautious  attitude  on  the  part  of  everyone  but  purchases  are  improving 
and  there  appears  to  bo  reason  for  a  more  optimistic  attitude. 

Stocks  of  raw  wool  in  Belgium  at  the  present  time  are  not 
excessive  but  may  be  considered  adequate  in  view  of  the  present  rate 
of  activity.    Stocks  of  finished  woolen  products,  however,  are  plentiful. 

Production  of  wool  yarn  during  the  first  six  months  of  1952  totaled 
about  26  million  pounds  for  a  decrease  of  about  50  percent  compared  to 
production  for  the  same  period  in  1951.    Wool  fabric  production  decreased 
about  20  percent  down  to  28  million  pounds.    During  the  first  6  months  of 
this  year  imports  of  raw  wool  totaled  54  million  pounds  compared  with  over 
70  million  pounds  in  the  same  period  last  year. 

UNITED  KINGDOM  TO  PAY  LOWER 
PRICES  FOR  DANISH  BACON 

The  Ministry  of  Food  of  the  United  Kingdom  has  announced  that  it 
has  reached  agreement  with  the  Danish  Bacon  Factories  Export  Association 
for  a  new  contract  covering  purchases  of  Danish  bacon  for  the  2-year 
period  ending  October  2,  1954,  reports  William  Kling  of  the  American 
Embassy  in  London.    The  4-year  contract  that  lias  been  effective  until 
now  expires  on  September  27,  1952 

Prices  for  1952-53  will  be  U.S.  31.6  cents  per  pound  f.o.b. 
compared  with  32.8  cents  per  pound  applicable  in  1951-52  for  quantities 
up  to  243  million  pounds  annually;  additional  supplies  delivered    in  the 
past  year  over  243  million  pounds  were  to  receive  37.5  cents  per  pound 
in  order  to  encourage  production.    The  price  in  1953-54  may  be  varied 
by  mutual  agreement  by  not  more  than  10  percent  compared  with  the 
provision  for  a  7 5  percent  variation  in  previous  contracts.    The  Danes 
are  reported  not  well  pleased  with  the  lower  prices,  especially  in  view  of 
their  efforts  to  increase  production  for  the  British  market. 
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The  United  Kingdom  has  agreed  to  take  not  less  than  90  percent  of 
Denmark's  exportable  surplus  of  bacon,  which  will  continue  to  give  Denmark' 
exporters  an  assured  market. 

The  downward  price  adjustment  for  bacon  reflects  more  abundant 
supplies  both  from  domestic  production  in  Britain  and  imports.  The 
supply  of  bacon  has  been  relatively  more  abundant  than  other  meat. 
It  is  likely  that  downward  adjustments  in  the  prices  of  other  meats  will 
not  be  made  in.  the  next  year.    Indeed,  any  adjustment  may  be  upward  as 
indicated  by  the  contracts  Just  concluded  with  Australia  and  New  Zealand 
and  by  the  negotiations  now  taking  place  with  Argentina. 

FATS  AND  OILS 

ARGENTINE  EXPORTS  OF  ANIMAL  FATS 
CONTINUE  LOW 

Argentina's  exports  of  animal  fats  and  oils  continued  at 
sharply  reduced  levels  during  the  first  half  of  1952,  totaling 
only  1,471  short  tons,  against  comparable  6 -month -exports  of  9,53*1- 
and  45,877  tons  in  1951  and  1950,  respectively,  reports  M.  B.  Steele, 
American  Embassy,  Buenos  Aires.    The  low  level  of  animal  fats  and 
oils  exports  in  the  last  2  years  is  primarily  the  result  of  the 
virtual  depletion  of  stocks  in  1950  because  of  unusually  heavy  ship- 
ments in  the  first  10  months  of  that  year,  and  the  fact  that  domestic 
demand  is  currently  about  equal  to  domestic  production.  Total 
shipments  of  animal  fats  and  oils  from  Argentina  were  14,842  tons  in 
1951,  78,338  tons  in  1950,  and  averaged  about  72,000  tons  during 
1935-39. 

Of  the  quantity  exported  during  January -June  1952,  l,l8l  tons 
were  lard,  257  tons  were  primer  Jus,  and  33  tons  were  tallow.  Lard 
shipments  went  principally  to  Italy  followed  by  Peru  and  Finland. 
The  primer  Jus    went  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  the  Netherlands,  and 
the  tallow  to  Chile. 

In  August  1952  the  Argentine  Trade  Promotion  Institute  (IAPI). 
agreed  to  sell  to  the  Brazilian  government  1,000  metric  tons  of 
edible  lard  at  a  price  equivalent  to  4.86  Argentine  pesos  per  kilo- 
gram (U.S.  cents  29.4  per  pound).    According  to  trade  sources  a 
further  agreement  has  been  made  with  Chile  for  shipment  of  between 
500  and  550  metric  tons  of  lard  at  a  price  of  4.75  pesos  (28.7). 

PAKISTAN  FORECASTS  LARGE 
RAPE  AND  MUSTARD  SEED  CROP 

Pakistan's  1951-52  rape  and  mustard  seed  crop,  according  to 
final  forecast  figures  by  the  local  government,  is  placed  at 
338,24-0  short  tons,  an  increase  of  8.6  percent  from  last  year's 
output  of  311,360  tons,  reports  the  American  Embassy,  Karachi. 
The  larger  outturn  is  due  to  a  corresponding  increase  in  acreage  - 
1,855,000  acres  in  1951-52  against  1,626,000  in  1950-51  -  and  favor- 
able weather.    Except  in  the  Northwest  Frontier  Province  and 
Baluchistan,  there  has  been  a  general  increase  in  the  acreage  of  this 
crop  throughout  Pakistan. 
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MEXICO  FORECASTS  RECORD 

FATS  AND  OILS  SUPPLY  IN  1952  l/ 

Total  supplies  of  all  fats  and  oils  in  Mexico  during  1952  are 
forecast  at  approximately  320,000  short  tons,  the  largest  on  record 
and  12  percent  above  the  1951  supply  of  285,770  tons,  reports 
A.  M.  Gomez,  American  Embassy,  Mexico  City.    Of  the  total  1952 
supply,  vegetable  fats  and  oils  represent  62  percent  or  196,260  tons, 
and  animal  fats  38  percent  or  123,020  tons.    Per  capita  supply  of  all 
fats  and  oils  in  1952  is  expected  to  reach  23.7  pounds,  a  new  peak 
and  10  percent  higher  than  in  1951. 


MEXICO:    Estimated  total  and  per  capita  annual  supplies 
of  fats  and  oils,  1947-1951  and  forecast  1952. 


:    Vegetable  fats 

Animal  fats 

:  Total 

fats 

Year 

and  oils 

and 

oils 

and 

oils 

Total 

Per 

Total 

:  Per 

Total 

Per 

supplies 

;  capita  • 

suppli  es 

:  capita 

suppli  es 

:  capita 

Short  tons 

Pounds 

; Short  tons : 

Pounds 

:  Short  tons 

Pounds 

1947 

:    95,128  ! 

8.2  i 

87,81+6  i 

7.5  ! 

182,97^  - 

15.7 

1948 

110,535 

9.3  : 

92,585 

:  7.7 

203 , 120 

17.0 

1949 

:  127,210 

10.3  : 

10^,387 

;  8.4 

231,597 

:  18.7 

1950 

:  168,513 

:  13.1 

100,67^ 

:  7.8 

269, I87 

20.9 

1951 

:  173,997 

•  13.2 

111,772 

:  8.5 

:  285,769 

:  21.7 

1952 

196,260 

lk.6 

:    123 , 020 

:       9.1  : 

319,280  - 

23-7 

American  Embassy,  Mexico  City. 


Cottonseed  oil  (with  91,665  tons)  is  the  most  important  component 
of  the  total  estimated  fats  and  oils  supply  in  Mexico  in  1952,  followed 
by  tallow  (70,110),  lard  (52,910),  coconut  oil  (39,680),  sesame  oil 
(34,055)  and  peanut  oil  (12,400  tons).    The  increase  in  the  relative 
importance  of  cottonseed  oil  in  the  Mexican  fat  economy  has  been  the 
result  of  the  rise  in  cotton  production  as  well  as  recent  imports  of 
cottonseed  oil.    In  1952,  cottonseed  oil  makes  up  nearly  half  of  the 
expected  vegetable  oil  supply,  compared  with  less  than  one-fourth  in 
1949  and  preceding  years.    Sesame,  which  up  to  1950  was  the  leading 
source  of  vegetable  oil  in  Mexico,  occupies  third  place  in  1952  and 
represents  only  17  percent  of  the  total  fat  supply  from  vegetable 
sources . 

The  proportion  of  imports  in  total  supplies  of  fats  and  oils  in 
1952  is  forecast  at  15  percent  (48,480  tons)  compared  with  13  percent 
in  1951  (36,664)  and  only  5  percent  (14,179)  in  1950.    The  heavy  1951 
and  1952  imports  have  consisted  chiefly  of  lard,  tallow,  and  cottonseed 
oil  from  the  United  States.    Exports  during  the  same  period  have  included 
principally  flaxseed  to  Belgium  and  peanuts  to  Canada. 

l/  A  more  extensive  statement  will  soon  be  published  as  a  Foreign  Agriculture 
Circular,  available  from  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations, 
U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington  25,  D.  C. 
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Prices  of  most  fats  and  oils  in  Mexico  reached  record  levels 
during  May  and  June  of  1951  and  have  declined  steadily  since.  Prevailing 
prices  are  comparable  to  those  of  the  middle  of  1950;  except  in  the 
case  of  sesame  oil.    Short  supplies  have  kept  prices  of  sesame  oil  at 
about  the  same  level  as  in  June  1951.    Average  wholesale  prices  of 
principal  fats  and  oils  during  June  1952;  Mexico  City,  were  as  follows: 
coconut  oil  -  2.67  pesos  per  kilogram  (14.0  U.S.  cents  per  pound); 
sesame  oil  -  3.6O  (18. 9) ;  cottonseed  oil  -  2.82  (14.8);  linseed  oil  - 
2.96  (15.6);  castor  oil  -  3.5O  (18.4);  domestic  hog  lard  -  4.09  (21.4); 
and  American  hog  lard  -  3.8O  pesos  (19.9  cents)  . 

BPAZIL  REPORTS  FAVORABLE  PROSPECTS 
FOR  CARNAUBA  WAX  PRODUCTION 

Brazilian  production  of  carnauba  wax  during  1952-53  *s  forecast 
at  approximately  13,200  short  tons  if  conditions  remain  favorable 
through  the  period  of  the  second  cuttings  of  the  carnauba  palm 
fronds  in  December-January,  reports  Richard  A .  Godfrey,  American 
Consulate,  Fortaleza.    First  cuttings  began  about  mid-August  and 
a  yield  at  least  average  or  better  was  in  prospect.    Whether  an 
effort  is  made  to  secure  maximum  production  will  depend  to  some  degree 
on  developments  in  the  market.    Production  in  1951-52  amounted  to 
about '12, 300  tons.     (See  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  May  19,  1952.) 

The  Banco  do  Brazil  has  commenced  its  financing  operations  as 
authorized  by  a  decree  of  May  23,  1952.    The  ultimate  extent  of  these 
operations  has  not  yet  been  established  nor  can  the  full  effect  of  the 
decree  yet  be  accurately  gauged.    According  to  the  trade,  as  of  mid- 
August  the  Bank  had  financed  about  2,000  tons  of  wax,  with  almost 
three-fourths  of  this  financing  being  done  in  the  State  of  Plaui  where 
the  terms  are  somewhat  more  favorable.    Exports  of  wax  at  that  time 
were  practically  at  a  standstill. 

Trade  sources  are  still  reluctant  to  comment  on  the  ultimate 
effect  of  the  financing  of  carnauba  wax.    There  are  still  moderate 
stocks  of  possibly  over  1,000  tons  of  wax  which  remain  unfinanced  and 
unsold.    The  financing  decree  limited  the  financing  benefits  to  the 
crop  gathered  beginning  in  September  1951.    It  is  reported  that  the 
Bank  will  accept  for  financing  only  such  wax  as  has  been  classified 
by  the  federal  inspectors  through  September  30,  1952.    Normally  very 
little  wax  of  the  new  crop  appears  on  the  market  before  October. 


